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JOSEPH SULLIVAN 
ARAB STUDICS CENTER DEBUT 
ANNCR: 

IN WASHINGTON THIS PAST WEEKEND, A RECENTLY-ESTABLISHED 
AND UNIQUE CENTER FOR ARAB STUDIES MADE ITS DEBUT IN THE 
AMERICAN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY. VOA'S JOSEPH SULLIVAN HAS 
THE DETAILS. 

VOICE: 

ACTUALLY, THE CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARAB STUDIES 
WAS OPENED LAST SEPTEMBER BY GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HERE IN 
WASHINGTON. THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE NEW CENTER IS TO 
DEVELOP TEACHING PROGRAMS TO MEET THE RAPIDLY GROWING 
NEED IN THE UNITED STATES FOR COURSE OF STUDY ON THE ARA3 
WORLD. THE OCCASION OVER THE WEEKEND CAPRIL 3) WAS 
PRESENTATION OF THE CENTER'S FIRST PUBLIC PROGRAM -- A 
ONE-DAY SYMPOSIUM ON ARAB-ANMERICAN ECONOMIC RELATIONS, WITH 
THE PARTICIPATION OF DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN AND ARAB 
OFFICIALS, DIPLOMATS, SCHOLARS AND JOURNALISTS. 

FORMER SENATOR WILLIAM FULBRIGHT -- WHO OPENED THE 
SYMPOSIUM -- DESCRIBED THE CREATION OF THE CENTER FOR 
CONTEMPORARY ARAB STUDIES AS ONE OF THE MOST PROMISING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FIELD OF INTERi:ATIONAL RELATIONS’ IN 
MANY YEARS. THE CENTER -- MISTER FULBRIGHT NOTED -- IS 
UNIQUE ANONG OTHER MIDDLE EAST STUDIES PROGRAMS IN THE UNITED 
STATES IN THAT ITS GEOGRAPHIC FOCUS IS EXCLUSIVELY ON 
THE ARAB WORLD AND ITS FUNCTIONAL FOCUS IS SOLELY ON THE 
CONTEMPORARY DEVELOPMENTS AD INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF 


THE ARAB COUNTRIES. 
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THE DEAN OF GEORGETO'N UNIVERSITY'S SCHOCL OF FOREIGN 
SERVICE -- DOCTOR PETER KROS}: -- PREDICTS THAT THE NEW 
ARAB STUDIES CENTER WILL ONE DAY BE THE COUITRY'S MAJOR 
SOURCE OF PERSONNEL FOR WORK IN AiiD WITH THE CONTEMPORARY 
ARAB WORLD. IT'S OVER-ARCHING PURPOSE, HE TOLD THE SYMPOSIUM 
IS TO CREATE A UNIVERSITY-SASED INSTITUTION THAT WILL 
CONTRIBUTE SYSTEMATICALLY AiJD OVER TINE TO THE STUDY OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE COUNTRIES OF 
THE ARAB WORLD. 

REFERRING TO ARAB-AMERICAI! ECONOMIC RELATIONS, DOCTOR 
KROGH OBSERVES THAT THEY HAVE PASSED THROUGH A PERIOD OF 
EXAGGERATION INTO WHAT HE CALLS A HEALTHIER PERIOD OF 
REALIZATION. THE PERIOM OF EXAGGERATION, HE SAID, WAS 
USHERED IN BY THE OIL ENBARGO IN 1973 AND THE QUADRUPLING 
OF OIL PRICES. ALL COUNTRIES, HE SAYS, WERE CAUGHT UP IN 
VARYING WAYS AND DEGREES IN A WAVE OF APPREHENSION AND 
EXPECTATIONS. ON THE ANERICAN SIDE, HE NOTES, THERE WERE 
PREDICTIONS OF A SHIFT OF LIQUIDITY OF SUCH ABRUPTNESS 
AND MASSIVE PROPORTIONS AS TO BRING THE ESTASLISHED 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER TO ITS KNEES AND THE MAJOR 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ALONG WITH IT. WHILE Ol! HE ARAB 
SIDE, IN DOCTOR KROGH'S WORDS: "THERE WERE GRAND EXPECTATIONS 
OF STREAMS OF REVENUES SUFFICIENT TO CATAPULT COUTNRIES 
AND ECONOMIES INTO THE WORLD BY OVER-FLYING TRADITIONAL 
STAGES OF ECONOHIC GROWTH." 

BUT DOCTOR KROGH OBSERVES THAT NEITHER AMERICAN 
APPREHENSIONS NOR ARAB ANTICIPATIONS HAVE LIVED UP FULLY TO 
THEIR EARLY BILLINGS. INSTEAD, KE SAYS, INTERNATIONAL 


FINANCIAL MARKETS HAVE COPED WITH THE OIL CRISIS, AND MOST 
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INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ARE REGAINING BOTH THEIR POISE AND 
THEIR GROWTH, AT THE SAME TIME, HE SAYS, THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
HAVE ADJUSTED THE PACE AND STRATEGY OF THEIR DEVELOPMENT TO 
FIT MORE REALISTIC PROJECTIONS OF INCOME AND THE STAGGERING 
COST AND DIFFICULTIES INVOLYED Ini INITIATING, LET ALONE 
SUSTAINING, BALANCED GROWTH, 

COPT) U.S.-ARAB ECONOMIC RELATIONS, DOCTOR KROGH SAYS, 
HAVE ENTERED A PERIOD OF REALIZATION...REALIZATION THAT 
LASTING IMPROVEMENT IM THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF OUR 
RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES IS NOT A GIFT BUT RATHER A PRODUCT 
OF HARD, COOPERATIVE WORK, SUSTAINED OVER TIME. AND THE 
REALIZATION THAT THE ESTASLIS iMENT OF MUTUALLY-BENEFICIAL, 
LONG-TERM ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS REQUIRES GOING FROM A 
HISTORY OF RECIPROCAL NEGLECT TO A CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT 
IN AN UNDERSTANDING OF ONE ANOTHER'S NEEDS AND REAL 
POTENTIAL. CEND OPT) 

ANOTHER SPEAKER, ASHRAF GHORBAL -- EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO THE UNITED STATES -- TOLD THE SYMPOSIUM THAT THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES TODAY ARE IN A PERIOD OF RENAISSANCE....IN 
EDUCATION, IN KNOWLEDGE, AND IN STRATEGIES FOR COPING WITH 
THE WORLD ABOUT THEM. IN THIS RENAISSANCE, HE SAYS, THE 
ARAB PEOPLE ARE TURNING OUTWARD IN THEIR DETERMINATION NOT 
TO RELY SOLELY ON THEIR ON WAY. AND, IN SO DOING, HE SAYS, 
THEY WANT TO HAVE THE BEST OF RELATIONS WITH THE WEST. 
IN AMBASSADOR GHORBAL'S WORDS: "THE ARAB PEOPLE HAVE NO 
REASON TO STAND ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE." RATHER, HE CONCLUDES, 
THEY SEEK UNDERSTANDING A!ID COOPERATION FROM A WORLD THAT 


CAN WELL AFFORD BOTH. 


GH/PY 


